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Suppose, further, that the application of a wife is delayed or refused, is
the husband, who is holder of a legitimate permit, to remain out of the
Colony until after the application of his wife is granted, or, to remain out
of the Colony entirely, in the event of a refusal of the application on
behalf of the wife ? There never has been any reproach against Indian
womanhood in South Africa except now, for the first time, in the sinful
imagination of an anonymous immigration official. But even if a few
miserable specimens of Indian humanity were to introduce into the Colony
women of indifferent character, .will that be any justification for sub-
mitting wives of hundreds of honest Indian settlers in Johannesburg to the
painful processes required to be undergone by the Permit Office ? If
the authorities persist in the instructions said to have been issued, we have
no hesitation in saying that they will be playing with fire, and they may
give rise to a state of things for which they, and other South Africans,
may have reason to be extremely sorry.

We can emphatically re-echo the sentiments of the leader-writer of
The Rand Daily Mail that harshness of the kind that poor Punia had to
undergo touches British Indian sentiment on its tenderest part. We think
that our contemporary has rendered a public service in drawing pointed
attention to this case. We hope that the authorities will issue definite
instructions countermanding the orders referred to by Constable Mc-
Gregor, and give those instructions as wide a publicity as possible.
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466.   TRANSVAAL PERMIT ORDINANCE
On the 15th inst, one Hafeji Moosa and his son, Mahomed Hafeji
Moosa/ were tried before the Magistrate at Volksrust under the Peace
Preservation Ordinance; the father for having abetted his son (who was
acknowledged to be under eleven years) in entering the Transvaal under
a permit obtained by improper means, and the son with the offence of
having entered the Colony on a permit obtained by improper means.
Evidence was given to the effect that the father and son travelled to-
gether on the 5th July and passed through Volksrust. They were examined
there. The father produced his permit and the son is alleged to have
produced a permit issued in the name of one Bhaima. The inspecting
constable was unable to say that the boy produced the permit in question.
The boy's thumb-imprints were taken, sent to Pretoria, and as they did
not tally with the thumb-imprints on the counterfoil of the permit issued
to Bhaima, both the father and son were arrested at Potchefstroom. It
further came out, in the evidence of Mr. Cody, Chief Clerk in the office
of the Registrar of Asiatics, that the instructions from the Permit Office
were to arrest all British Indians, whether male or female, of whatever age,
in the case of wives, whether [or not] they were in the company of their
husbands, and in the case of children, whether [or not] they were in the